
The Space Between Society – Minutes from Annual Conference 2015, Notre 
Dame 
 
General Membership Meeting/Business Lunch 
Saturday, June 20, 2015, 12:00-1:30 PM 
 
Presiding: Robin Feenstra and Ann Rea (Co-Presidents) 
 
Acknowledgements: Thanks were extended to the Conference Organizer, Barbara 
Green; the Conference Coordinator, Jessica Kim; and the Conference Liaison, Lauri 
Roberts. Thanks were extended to the Conference Planning Committee, Denise Ayo, 
Melissa Dinsman, Elizabeth Evans, and Joseph Rosenberg, as well as the sponsors: 
Department of English, the Program for Liberal Studies, the Gender Studies 
Program, and the Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts, Henkels Lecture Series. 
Thanks were extended to Notre Dame and the Morris Inn, and especially the 
Conference Centre here at McKenna Hall and its excellent staff. 
 
Membership: A warm welcome to new and familiar faces, and encouragement to 
become more involved in the Society. Attention was drawn to the multiple flyers for 
books and book series, especially those edited by our own Phyllis Lassner and Ann 
Rea/Kate Macdonald. 
 
Journal: The Space Between: Literature and Culture 1914-1945 is moving to an electronic 
format in 2015, but will remain an annual publication and all articles will continue to 
undergo peer review. Kristin Bluemel was thanks for her herculean efforts for over a 
decade. Janine Utell is the editor of the journal, while JJ Butts is the book reviews 
editor. The first issue of the new format will be published September 2015. Alongside 
the journal Janine will also be spearheading several web-engagements for the 
membership, to encourage the exchange of ideas and work in between our annual 
meetings. You’ll see updates and links in the coming year on the website. Our big 
thanks to Janine for all her hard work on these developments and her incredible 
ingenuity … Janine was invited up to speak about the changes, and to encourage 
submissions to the journal. Janine also thanked Kristin Bluemel for her incredible 
efforts over the past decade editing the journal and getting us to where we are today. 
 
We also announced a special issue of the journal being planned, entitled: International 
Intrigue: Plotting Espionage as Cultural Artifact, which will be edited by Phyllis Lassner, 
Clare Hanson, and Will May. Submissions are due by December 31, 2016. 
 
Julie Vandivere was called up to make an announcement about the proposed Feminist 
Modernist Studies journal. 
 
Essay Prize: Last year’s essay prize was awarded to Michael Williamson for his 
compelling essay, "Doubled Crossings: Yiddish Writers Respond to the Treaty of 



Non-Aggression Between Germany and Russia." The essay was lauded by the 
committee as “brilliant, focused, and original, with a great deal of learning, research, 
and insight.  It makes a great contribution to the Space Between in introducing a 
writer and cultural context that was very important in its time, and needs to be 
integrated into more western oriented literary histories today. It combines and 
beautifully integrates historical subjectivity and literary analysis. His thesis is 
multifaceted and he examines each strand as he progresses, tying them up as he goes 
along.” Much applause. 
 
The committee, Phyllis Lassner, Alexis Pogorelskin, and Janine Utell, were also 
thanked. 
 
Membership was reminded to submit essays by July 15, 2015, for consideration for 
this year’s prize, to Robert Hemmings (Vice-President). 
 
2016 Conference (18th Annual Meeting): It was announced that next year’s 
conference will return to Montreal and McGill University, and will be hosted by Ariel 
Buckley (Advisor 2015) and Robin Feenstra. No dates were given, but these were 
promised to be circulated as soon as they are in place (June 2-4, 2016). Ideas for the 
conference topic were solicited, something broad and wide-ranging, to be sent to 
Robin Feenstra. 
 
Elections: Ballots were submitted to Michael Williamson at the beginning of the 
Business Lunch, and were calculated when time permitted later in the day (see results 
below). Executive Officers were introduced again: Ann Rea and Robin Feenstra (Co-
Presidents); Robert Hemmings (Vice President); Mia Spiro (Membership Secretary); 
Janine Utell (Journal Editor); Christina Hauck (Treasurer) and Kate Macdonald 
(Webmaster-Bibliographer). 
 
Ann Rea (Co-Pres) and Mia Spiro (Membership Secretary) are both stepping down 
this year after many incredible years of service, and we can only thank them for their 
work and dedication to the Space Between – especially Ann Rea, who guided this 
society for 6 years! 
 
The Advisory Board were introduced: JJ Butts, Elizabeth Evans, Nick Hubble, Tamar 
Katz, Phyllis Lassner, & James McManus. 
 
JJ Butts, Tamar Katz, and James McManus are cycling off of the advisory board, and 
we’d like to thank them for their incredible service to the Space Between, and 
especially Jim for bringing the visual arts discipline more into the fold of the Space 
Between. 
 



Addendum: Though the results of the election were not available at the time of the 
General Meeting/Business Lunch, they were calculated later that day and announced 
following the conference via email: 
 
The election for Executive Officers and members of the Advisory Board proved to 
be much more dramatic and exciting than any of us expected, leading to a tie for the 
Advisory Board. Voting for every position resulted in very close results and for 
Advisory Board we had a tie. As a result we decided that, rather than having a run-
off, we would have four new board members. The bylaws allow for this. 
 
The new Executive Officers are as follows: 
Co-President: Claire Buck 
Membership Secretary: Caroline Krzakowski 
 
New members of the Advisory Board are: 
Melissa Bradshaw 
Ariel Buckley 
Stella Deen 
Roger Rothman 
 
 


