
The Space Between Society – Minutes from Annual Conference 2016, 
Thomson House, McGill University, Montreal 
 
General Membership Meeting/Business Lunch 
Friday, June 3, 2016, 12:00-1:30 PM 
 
Presiding: Claire Buck and Robin Feenstra (Co-Presidents) 
 
Acknowledgements: Thanks were extended to the Conference Committee, Robin 
Feenstra and Claire Buck, but especially Ariel Buckley whose energy and fresh ideas 
really brought the 18th annual meeting the Space Between together so well, and made 
it seem new again. Janine Utell was also thanked for her savvy in promoting the 
conference on the journal webpage and for being such a pleasure to work with; 
thanks were extended to the panel chairs who play such a big role in ensuring that 
everything runs smoothly; and thanks were extended to McGill University and 
especially to Bliss Ward and the excellent staff of Thomson House for their 
hospitality. 
 
Membership: A warm welcome to new and familiar faces, and encouragement to 
become more involved in the Society, which is as open to new ideas and new people 
as it is to new scholarship in the period. 
 
Treasury: Christina Hauck gave a brief update of the banking figures, which she 
placed at roughly $20,000. 
 
Journal: Attention was drawn to the incredible work Janine Utell has done with the 
journal, The Space Between: Literature and Culture 1914-1945, since it moved to the 
electronic format last year. Alongside the journal, Janine’s ingenuity has brought forth 
a series of web-engagements for our membership to encourage the exchange of ideas 
and work in between our annual meetings. There is some really wonderful stuff there, 
and I imagine we will see some great post-conference material, too. Please check it 
out.  
 
Janine Utell came up to thank J.J. Butts for the years of incredible service he has 
dedicated to the Journal and its Book Review section. Janine announced the call for a 
new Book Review Editor, and directed attention to the Journal website following the 
conference as the site that will host the job posting, as well as a missive to the listserv.  
 
Robin also reminded everyone of the special issue of the journal being planned, 
entitled: International Intrigue: Plotting Espionage as Cultural Artifact, which will be edited 
by Phyllis Lassner, Clare Hanson, and Will May. Submissions are due by December 
31, 2016. 
 



Travel Fund Awards: For the first time this year we were able to provide travel 
funding, one award for an international/independent scholar, and one award for a 
graduate student, each valued at $250: Clare Tebbutt (Nottingham Trent University) 
and Benedetta Carnaghi (Cornell University) are our two recipients. We will continue 
the practice next year, and hope to do so for every meeting of the Space Between 
going forward. 
 
Essay Prize: Last year’s essay prize was awarded to Joseph Rosenberg for his 
compelling essay, “Paper Bombs.” The essay was lauded by the committee for its 
ability to combine “poise and fluency in its scope with clever allusions to theory to 
generate a meaningful and intriguing argument with a beautiful conclusion.” 
Moreover, in “Paper Bombs” “Rosenberg examines deftly the tropes of salvaging and 
saving in the discourse surrounding books and reading in World War II England.  His 
paper draws on archive studies, visual analysis, and close reading of scenes of reading 
to show that books were victims of bombings and burnings, that the act of reading 
and the reading subject could themselves be subject to wartime violence.  ‘Paper 
Bombs’ exemplifies the imaginative interdisciplinary work that is the hallmark of The 
Space Between, and offers creative new insight into the culture of wartime.” 
 
The adjudicating committee was thanked, Robert Hemmings, Nick Hubble, and 
Janine Utell, for their time and service. 
 
Everyone was reminded to submit essays by July 1, 2016, for consideration for this 
year’s prize, to Robert Hemmings (Vice-President). 
 
2017 Conference (19th Annual Meeting): It was announced that next year’s 
conference will to the University of Mississippi, and will be hosted by Ian 
Whittington (Advisor 2016). No dates were given, but these will be circulated as soon 
as they are in place. Ideas for the conference topic were solicited, something broad 
and wide-ranging, to be sent to Ian Whittington, and the preliminary topic of 
Memory and Prophecy in the Space Between was announced. 
 
Elections: Ballots were placed on all the dining tables during the Business Lunch so 
present membership could cast votes. The current Board members were 
reintroduced: Executive Officers: Claire Buck and Robin Feenstra (Co-Presidents); 
Robert Hemmings (Vice President); Caroline Krzakowski (Membership Secretary); 
Janine Utell (Journal Editor); Christina Hauck (Treasurer) and Kate Macdonald 
(Webmaster-Bibliographer). It was announced that Christina Hauck (Treasurer) is 
stepping down this year after several years of service, and she was warmly thanked for 
keeping the ship righted as we transitioned to non-profit status under the leering eyes 
of the IRS. 
 
The Advisory Board was introduced: Missy Bradshaw, Ariel Buckley, Stella Deen, 
Elizabeth Evans, Nick Hubble, Phyllis Lassner, & Roger Rothman. 



 
Though our elections this year present 5 uncontested nominations for 5 positions on 
the Executive and Advisory Boards, we do still require votes to be cast, and as stated 
in our Bylaws, nominations for the Co-Presented, Vice-President, Treasurer, and 2 
Advisory Board positions can still be made. Last minute nominations were solicited; 
none were offered. Members were encouraged to vote at the end of lunch.  
 
The membership was thanked again for another great year in the Space Between, and 
everyone was encouraged to enjoy themselves, the pedagogy sessions, and the 
exciting keynote roundtable. 
 
Addendum: Though the results of the election were not available at the time of the 
General Meeting/Business Lunch, they were calculated not long afterwards and 
confirmed all the names on the ballot.  
 
The new or returning Executive Officers are: 
Co-President: Robin Feenstra 
Vice-President: Robert Hemmings 
Treasurer: Marie Gasper-Hulvat 
 
New members of the Advisory Board are: 
Ian Whittington 
Melissa Dinsman 
 


