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Seen from a distance of several decades, the years 1914-1945 appear dense with both endings and 
beginnings. What did the past and the future promise at this claustrophobic historical moment? If occupants 
of the “Space Between” often understood their position as one between cataclysms, the first realized and 
the other potential, they also understood themselves as situated in a series of much longer historical 
trajectories. From cenotaphs and memoirs to manifestos and utopias, the matter of memory and prophecy 
was in constant circulation, as collectives and individuals struggled to articulate usable versions of the past 
and the future.  
 
The past returned in forms both wanted and unwanted, as official modes of memorialization clashed with 
unofficial ones, and as fond recollection jostled with traumatic repetition. Histories of colonialism and 
racial oppression pressed on the present, even if the future hinted at possible new horizons; muted 
narratives of queer history and class struggle took shape in the face of dominant ideologies. But just as the 
past could take many forms, so could the future: while totalitarianism rendered dystopias in the present by 
foreclosing and foreshortening the futures of those exiled, displaced, and victimized by regimes both 
Fascist and Communist, cultural producers persisted in crafting utopias. The growth of speculative fiction 
in this period testifies to a widespread interest in the technological and social possibilities of the future, 
while nonfiction cultural forms imagined political revolution, ideal and rebuilt communities, social 
engineering, and spiritual ascension as means of translating the frequently troubling realities of the interwar 
and wartime years into opportunities for meaningful change.  
 
We welcome paper proposals that engage with the many forms taken by memory and prophecy in the 1914-
1945 period, across disciplines and media. Potential topics include: 

• disciplines of the past: geology, archaeology, historiography, anthropology 
• rituals, performances, and structures of commemoration 
• archives and the organization of institutional memory 
• life writing, biography, memoir, journals 
• queer histories and queer futures 
• racialized histories of film, fiction, and the visual arts 
• colonialism and the spatialization of history 
• global and transnational challenges to Euro-American temporalities 
• psychoanalysis, memory, repression, and trauma 
• mnemonic effects: flashbacks, déjà vu, uncanny repetitions, amnesia 
• the Shoah, acts of witness and commemoration, and the problem of representation 
• the erasure of the past: deliberate forgettings, the thwarting of memory, rewriting history 
• inheritances (material, genetic, narrative, regional, national) 
• spiritualism, mediums, ghosts, hauntings 
• the mediation of the past and future: technologies of recording, transmission, chronometry, time 

travel 
• speculative futures: science fiction, counterfactuals, utopias and dystopias 
• manifestos and prophecies 
• planning (urban, economic, familial, infrastructural) 
• technofetishism, F/futurism, scientific optimism  

 
Please send a 300-word abstract and short biographical statement to iwhittin@olemiss.edu by 1 December 
2016. 


